Cancer Health

Prostate Cancer, Month 166 -
Expanding My Audience

“I can now add ‘published author’ to my résumé,” writes prostate cancer blogger Dan Zeller.

Dan Zeller

Between this prostate cancer blog and my travel blog, you’ve probably figured out that | enjoy the
process of writing and sharing my experiences. While I'm no Pulitzer-prize winning author, a few
people close to me have encouraged me to do something more formal—to “write a book.” | always
thanked them for their compliment, and then gently set aside the notion of ever getting something
published.

Until June.

Yes, I've been sitting on a little secret for almost three months. The editor of Cancer Health
magazine came across my little ol’ blog and approached me to write an essay for their Voices
column for their Fall 2024 issue of their magazine.

My initial reaction was one of surprise and intrigue and—if I'm being honest—a bit of anxiety. In
the initial contact email, there wasn’t a ton of information about expectations, so | went to the
website and looked at some of the archived Voices columns to see what might be involved. “Oh. |
could do that.”

| went back to the editor and said, “I'm in.”

Prior to this, | had a vague understanding of the publishing process and knew that there would be
some discussion about topics, length of the article, and deadlines. It would soon be followed by
submitting drafts and digesting feedback. Also included in the exchange was a six-page contract
covering usage rights and compensation.

I’'m someone who's better known for my spreadsheets than my writing, so when the editor read
the final draft and said, “Wow... this one reads really great....Honestly, there’s very little I'd
change in this...” | have to admit my chest puffed out a with a bit of pride.

After the magazine went live this week (hardcopy and online), | can now add “published author” to
my résumé.

Is it a book? Nope. But we all start with baby steps, and a 500-word essay is my first step into the


http://beta.docker.cancerhealth.com/blogger/daniel-zeller
https://travelindan.wordpress.com/
https://www.cancerhealth.com/

publishing world. Is this the beginning of something larger? Who knows. | enjoyed the whole
process, and the editor did encourage future submissions. In the meantime, I'll stick to self-
publishing on my little ol’ blogs for now.

You may read the article here:

How to Navigate Conflicting Cancer Treatment Advice

This post originally appeared September 20, 2024, on Dan’s Journey Through Prostate Cancer. It is
republished with permission.
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