Cancer Health

Leveraged Finance Community Comes
Together to Fight Melanoma

Melanoma Research Alliance

By Cody R. Barnett, MRA Director of Communications

On May 23, 2018, more than one thousand professionals from the leveraged finance and finance
community at-large will come together in the fight against melanoma for the seventh annual
Leveraged Finance Fights Melanoma (LFFM) benefit and cocktail party. The event, held each year
in the Rockefeller Center’'s summer garden, has raised over $8.6 million to advance the Melanoma
Research Alliance’s global research programs.

Melanoma is the deadliest of skin cancers. In fact, more than 91,000 Americans will be diagnosed
with melanoma this year—roughly one person every six minutes, and incidence of the disease
continues to rise. Thanks in part to research funded by the Melanoma Research Alliance, the
prognosis for people diagnosed with late-stage disease is improving dramatically, but people
diagnosed with late-stage melanoma still face long odds. The need for further research into better
methods of preventing, diagnosing, and treating melanoma is as urgent as ever.

“I'm proud of what we have accomplished through LFFM,” said LFFM co-founder Jeff Rowbottom.
“Brendan Dillon and | had no idea in 2011, when we started this event, that it would bring together
so many people to support one another and have such a significant impact in funding
breakthrough research leading to treatments for patients.”

All proceeds from the event benefit the Melanoma Research Alliance, the largest nonprofit funder
of melanoma research in the world. Since its founding in 2007, by Debra and Leon Black, MRA has
committed $88 million in funding to advance melanoma research in order to end death and
suffering due to the disease. Thanks to the generous ongoing support by Debra and Leon—every
dollar raised at LFFM goes directly to melanoma research.

Funds from previous LFFM events have supported cutting-edge cancer research which has helped
patients with all types of cancer live longer, fuller lives. In fact, treatments first pioneered with
melanoma are now approved treatments for bladder, Hodgkin’s lymphoma, and head and neck
cancer; and are being tested in an additional 30 more!

Not only does LFFM raise critical funding to accelerate research, it also educates attendees on the
dangers of melanoma and the importance of sun safety and early detection. If melanoma is found


http://beta.docker.cancerhealth.com/blogger/melanoma-research-alliance

early—before it has spread beyond the skin—it is almost always treatable. Past events have led to
attendees scheduling skin checks and even to the discovery and treatment of several early-stage
melanomas.

LFFM is chaired by Brendan Dillon of UBS, Lee Grinberg of Elliott Management, George Mueller of
KKR, A] Murphy of BAML, Geoff Oltmans of Silver Lake, Jeff Rowbottom of PSP Investments, Cade
Thompson of KKR, & Trevor Watt of Hellman & Friedman.

Tickets start at $300 and may be purchased here.

This article was originally published on March 20, 2018, by the Melanoma Research Alliance. It is
republished with permission.

© 2026 Smart + Strong All Rights Reserved.

http://beta.docker.cancerhealth.com/blog/leveraged-finance-community-comes-together-fight-melanoma


http://www.curemelanoma.org/RegisterLFFM
https://www.curemelanoma.org/blog/article/leveraged-finance-community-comes-together-to-fight-melanoma

