Cancer Health

Civil Rights Icon John Lewis Diagnosed
With Stage IV Pancreatic Cancer

“I have never faced a fight quite like the one | have now,” he says.

Alicia Green

As a civil rights icon who marched for voting rights with Martin Luther King Jr. in 1965, Democratic
U.S. Representative John Lewis of Georgia has faced adversity in many ways. But his next fight will
have him facing off against metastatic pancreatic cancer, with which he was recently diagnosed,
CNN reports.

“I have been in some kind of fight—for freedom, equality, basic human rights—for nearly my entire
life,” said the 79-year-old, whose diagnosis came following a routine medical visit and several
tests. “I have never faced quite a fight like the one | have now.”

Although Lewis says he is “clear-eyed” about his prognosis, “doctors have told me that recent
medical advances have made this type of cancer treatable in many cases, that treatment options
are no longer as debilitating as they once where and that | have a fighting chance.”

According to the American Cancer Society (ACS), the five-year relative survival rate for someone
with Stage IV pancreatic cancer is 3%.

In the United States, pancreatic cancer is the third leading cause of death from cancer (7%), after
lung and colorectal cancer cancers, according to the ACS. It is estimated that over 45,000 died
from the disease last year.

A person with late-stage pancreatic cancer is commonly treated with chemotherapy and
sometimes immunotherapy. New therapies, often combining chemotherapy with immunotherapy,
as well as targeted treatments for those with specific mutations, have been shown to improve
survival in some cases but often only by months, not years. Treatment for metastatic disease
often focuses on keeping the cancer from spreading further and symptoms from getting worse.

As for Lewis, he plans to begin his weeks-long treatment plan soon. “I may miss a few votes during
this period, but with God’s grace | will be back on the front lines soon.”

News of Lewis’s diagnosis hit the political community hard. Former Presidents Bill Clinton and
Barack Obama as well as House Speaker Nancy Pelosi all sent prayers and well wishes to Lewis via
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Twitter.

If there’s anyone with the strength and courage to fight
this, it’s you, John. Hillary and | love you, and we join
with millions of other Americans in praying for you and
your family. https://t.co/gNVEuldijU
— Bill Clinton (@BillClinton) December 29, 2019

If there’s one thing | love about @RepjohnLewis, it’s his

incomparable will to fight. | know he's got a lot more of
that left in him. Praying for you, my friend.
— Barack Obama (@BarackObama) December 30, 2019

(@ReplohnLewis, we are all praying for you following

this diagnosis. John, know that generations of Americans
have you in their thoughts & prayers as you face this
fight. We are all praying that you are comfortable. We
know that you will be well. pic.twitter.com/j7YMUGLPC?2
— Nancy Pelosi (@SpeakerPelosi) December 29, 2019

“I have decided to do what | know to do and what | have always done: | am going to fight it and
keep fighting for the beloved community,” said Lewis, who is currently in his 17" term

representing Georgia’s 5" Congressional District. “We still have many bridges to cross.”
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For related coverage, read “Alex Trebek Reveals Stage 4 Pancreatic Cancer Diagnosis.”
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