
Alex Trebek Fund Launches with $1M
for Pancreatic Cancer Research
[VIDEO]
Stand Up To Cancer is raising funds for The Alex Trebek Fund to support research for pancreatic
cancer, one of the most difficult cancers to detect and treat.
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Stand Up To Cancer (SU2C) and Jean Trebek announced November 1 the launch of The Alex
Trebek Fund to accelerate critical research with the goal of better treating pancreatic cancer,
which has the highest mortality rate of all major cancers. With over $1 million in contributions
already raised through a generous donation from Jean Trebek, wife of the late Alex Trebek, and
the Estate of Barbara Hanania, SU2C will continue to fundraise throughout the month of
November, Pancreatic Cancer Awareness Month, and beyond in support of patients and families
impacted by this deadly disease.

The Alex Trebek Fund will honor and commemorate the legacy of the beloved and iconic late host
of Jeopardy!. Alex Trebek was diagnosed with stage four pancreatic cancer in 2019 and tragically
lost his battle with the disease the following year. Having made his American television debut in
1973, Trebek began hosting Jeopardy! in 1984 and went on to host the syndicated show for more
than 36 years. As a beloved national icon, who was watched in more than 20 million homes across
America each week, Trebek will have a lasting impact through this collaborative fund.

“Alex knew that knowledge equaled power. He was a man that really loved to know things and
stayed very curious,” said Jean Trebek. “Since Alex was all about the right answer, I think it’s very
fitting that this fund is now established in his name. It’s a way for the community that loved him to
put resources directly into the hands of scientists working tirelessly to fight a disease shrouded by
many unknowns.”

It’s estimated that about 1 in 64 people in the U.S. will be diagnosed with pancreatic cancer in
their lifetime. This year, pancreatic cancer is expected to impact 64,000 Americans — and it’s on
the rise among young people.

While pancreatic cancer diagnosis is increasing, in 2023, pancreatic cancer survival went up. This
is the first time since 2017 that the survival rate has gone up two years in a row; a promising
upward trend that points to continued progress in pancreatic cancer research and the fight against
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this disease. With the generosity of donors, more life-saving research will be funded, bringing
scientists closer to the next big breakthrough in detection and treatment.

“The reason cancer advocacy has worked so effectively for other types of cancer research is
because there are a group of survivors who become advocates. Because there aren’t many people
who survive pancreatic cancer, like my sister Emily, the built-in advocacy base isn’t there, and it’s
up to the ones left behind to channel our grief into activism,” said Katie Couric, SU2C co-founder.
“For all the fans who loved and respected Alex – and there are legions of them – this fund allows
them to honor him and support lifesaving science.”

To learn more about The Alex Trebek Fund and to make a donation, please visit
StandUpToCancer.org/TheAlexTrebekFund.

This press release was originally published November 1, 2023, by Stand Up To Cancer.
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